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Meet: 
Upstate 
of South Carolina 

The
What makes the Upstate of South Carolina so special? 
That depends on whom you ask, but one thing is certain: 
The 10 counties that compose this region hold surprises 
at every turn. From the arts scene in downtown Greenville 
to the recreational wonderland in the Blue Ridge foothills, 
there’s a cultural and natural richness that’s hard to beat.
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Head State Park



26

385

85

85

0 20 Miles

Table Rock
State Park

Caesars Head 
State Park

Spartanburg

Greenville

Ande
rson

area of detail:

Greer

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Lake Hartwell

Gaffney

Greenwood

Laurens

Clinton

Pickens

Walhalla

Clemson
Union

Greenville-Spartanburg 
International Airport

To Atlanta, GA

To Charlotte, NC

116 spirit May 2011 april 2011 spirit  117

f
Vibrant dining and arts scene.  

Unmistakable downtown identity.  

Over three million square feet of 

unique of ce space.  Convenient 

location halfway between Atlanta 

and Charlotte.  It’s all here…right in 

the heart of downtown Greenville, 

SC, and we want you here…with us!

Greenville, SC
be in the heart of it all...with us!

To learn more about opportunities for your business in Greenville, 
please call (864) 467-4403 or visit www.heartofgreenville.com. 

Greenville is a leader in sustainable technology and mobility engineering.  
The Clemson University International Center for Automotive Research 
(CU-ICAR) is an advanced-technology research campus where academia, 
industry and government organizations engage in synergistic collabora-
tion.  CU-ICAR is also home to the Center for Emerging Technologies, 
a 60,000 square foot lab and of ce complex for emerging companies 
in clean energy and mobility. 

Where Innova  on Gets the Green Light

Today's Innovators Collaborating 
to Meet Tomorrow's Needs

www.mobilitysc.com

CtyGreenville.indd   1 3/29/11   10:54:01 AM

Snuggled against the 
broad shoulders of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, the 

6,026-square-mile triangle that 
defines the northwest corner of 
South Carolina is home to more than 
1 million people. As the Upstate’s 
largest city, Greenville lies between 
Charlotte and Atlanta on I-85, about 
30 miles from each of its neighboring 
cities: Spartanburg to the northeast 
and Anderson to the southwest.

And all around, you’ll find placid 
lakes, rushing waterfalls, the Chat-

tooga National Wild and Scenic Riv-
er, and the 112-mile Cherokee Foot-
hills Scenic Highway, which traces 
a former Native American footpath 
past some of the state’s best parks. 
With four distinct seasons and an 
average of 220 sunny days a year, the 
Upstate’s mild climate encourages 
outdoor recreation year-round.

Upstate Discovery
Before exploring Spartanburg, 
Greer, Anderson, and the surround-
ing countryside, most visitors begin 

their Upstate tour in Greenville. 
Driving into downtown, the hazy 
indigo silhouette of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains rises in the distance. 
Turn down Main Street and prepare 
to be wowed. 

“People come to Greenville 
expecting to find a sleepy Southern 
textile town,” says Calder Ehrmann, 
senior associate at Furman Univer-
sity’s Riley Institute, who has lived 
in Greenville for 30 years, “but when 
they see all that the city and the sur-
rounding Upstate has to offer, they 
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Falls Park, downtown Greenville; (right) 
Pinnacle Lake at Table Rock State Park
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KENTWOOL Team Player
Bubba Watson

YOUR BEST ROUND IS  ONLY TWO FEET AWAY.

Mark Twain said, “Golf is a good walk spoiled.” Too bad he never knew about KENTWOOL golf socks, 
specifically engineered for superior performance and comfort. Because in a pair of these socks, 
the walk isn’t spoiled. You are.

1.877.577.6769

KENTWOOL.com

THE ONLY GOLF SOCK WITH A BLISTER-FREE GUARANTEE Made in the USA

In celebration of Southwest Airlines adding service to Greenville, SC, 
enter SWMAY at checkout through 7/31/11 to receive 20% off your order.

Kentwool.indd   1 3/25/11   10:48:13 AM

are simply astounded.” 
For starters, there’s Falls Park, home to a 

60-foot waterfall that tumbles through down-
town, spanned by the 335-foot-long pedestrian 
Liberty Bridge. Then there’s Main Street itself, 
12 blocks of chic boutiques, artists’ studios, 
international restaurants (Persian, Greek, 
Thai), sophisticated hotels, and even a baseball 
stadium, Fluor Field. 

“Between facilities such as The Peace Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, Falls Park, and 
mixed-use RiverPlace complex, downtown 
Greenville is a tapestry woven by public- 
private partnerships,” says Greenville Mayor 
Knox White.

Next stop: Spartanburg, boasting its own 
hip, new downtown Grain District. Named for 

the grain mills that used to operate there, it’s 
now home to RJ Rockers Brewing Company 
(locals love the spring/summer brew, Son of a 
Peach), Hub City Bookshop, and the Hub-Bub 
performance space, all of which have sparked 
a new burst of life downtown. 

“There’s an exciting vibe in Spartanburg 
now,” says Amanda Mathis, the city’s economic 
development coordinator. “Since 2006, 40 res-
taurants have opened downtown. That speaks 
volumes for our central business district.” 

A few miles down the road, Greer counts a 
pizza place, an oyster bar, and a cool tapas res-
taurant among the eateries, shops, and antique 
stores concentrated in a 12-square-block area 
of the city’s historic heart.

Likewise, Anderson’s downtown is bloom-

Top 10
The Upstate comprises 
10 counties in north-
western South Carolina: 
Abbeville, Anderson, 
Cherokee, Greenville, 
Greenwood, Laurens, 
Oconee, Pickens,  
Spartanburg, and Union. 

Greenville Gems (Clockwise from top) The food fest 
St. Francis Fall for Greenville sets up on Main Street; The 
Peace Center for the Performing Arts celebrates its 20th 
anniversary this year; Liberty Bridge in Falls Park is a 
pedestrian-only walkway across a 60-foot waterfall. 

Meet: Upstate SC
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Flyin’ 
high

It’s easy to get 
here. Southwest 

Airlines began 
service to  

Greenville- 
Spartanburg 
International  
Airport (GSP)  

in March, with 
non-stop service 

to five cities. 
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Since your bags fly for free on Southwest, go ahead and pack a few extra things for your next trip to South  

Carolina’s Upcountry.  The foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains provide a multitude of activities to enjoy –  

challenge raging rapids on the National Wild and Scenic Chattooga River, discover dozens of spectacular  

Waterfalls, and relax on sparkling freshwater lakes like Jocassee, Keowee and Hartwell.  Thirteen SC State 

Parks, two Revolutionary War battle sites, and more than 150,000 acres of wide open spaces are here to  

explore.  Zoom around the track at the BMW Performance  

Center.  Celebrate with us at the SC Peach Festival in Gaffney,  

Freedom Weekend Aloft in Simpsonville, the Pumpkin  

Festival in Pumpkintown, and hundreds of other events throughout the 

year.  We look forward to seeing you in the Upcountry very soon - and often.   

Start planning your next getaway at TheUpcountry.com.

www.greenville.hgi.com
864-281-0112

Table Rock State Park

bmwusa.com/performancecenter
1-888-345-4BMW

Southern Living

Wildwater Adventure Center
www.WildwaterSouthCarolina.com 

877-247-5537
Southeastern Expeditions

www.SoutheasternExpeditions.com 
800-868-7238

Nantahala Outdoor Center
www.noc.com 

800-232-7238

Scan this code on your 
smart phone to visit 
our website. Facebook.com/UpcountrySC

DiscoverUpSC.indd   1 3/29/11   10:49:31 AM

ing. “We’re very progressive in terms of our 
development,” says Cindy Hopkins, executive 
vice president of the Anderson Area Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The result? A boutique hotel, The Bleckley 
Inn, just opened in March, and plans are in the 
works for an elegant green space on the former 
Belk department-store site just off Main Street. 
Plans call for the new area to comprise an open-
air pavilion, a prominent water feature, and an 
amphitheater for alfresco performances. 

“People here have a tremendous sense of 
pride in their cities that I’ve never seen any-
where else,” explains Taryn Scher, a public-
relations expert who moved to Greer in 2007. 

To top it off, the people are welcoming, and 
the high stress level and heavy traffic that 
plague larger cities are conspicuously absent. 

“There’s a step-back moment when people 
come here,” Scher says. “You can feel the 
slower pace of life.” Yet this transplanted New 
Yorker never feels that she’s missing anything. 

Upstate on the Upswing
With everything the Upstate has to offer, 
it’s no wonder people are catching on. Since 
1990, the region has experienced a 27 percent 
growth rate from Greer to Greenville.

“There’s an amazing diversity of ages, 
nationalities, incomes, and interests here that 
make our community vibrant,” says Greer 
Mayor Rick Danner. The city’s downtown 

The Hub City 
Downtown Spartan-
burg’s RJ Rockers 
Brewing Company 
offers tours, plus 
its famous “Son of a 
Peach” brew;  Jazz 
on the Square

With everything the Upstate has to 
offer, it’s no wonder people are catch-

ing on. Since 1990, the region has 
experienced a 27 percent growth rate 

from Greer to Greenville.

Meet: Upstate SC
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Next Phase Now Under Construction 
RiverWalk at Riverplace!

Greenville, SC
The Best Downtown 

in the World

Tel: (864) 242-2100 
www.hughesinvestments.com

AD-Hughes3-square.indd   1 4/1/11   7:27:17 AM

landscape, which includes the 
new greensward of City Park, 
continues to attract families. 

A bit farther south on I-85, 
Anderson has enjoyed its own 
growth spurt during the last 
decade, as the explosion of com-
mercial and retail business along 
Clemson Boulevard can attest. 

In the past 20 years, Green-
ville’s urban development has 
marched steadily down Main 
Street through the West End, 

ArTsy UpsTATe
The artistic can find their niche 
in the Upstate, no matter where 
they cast their canvas:
• “Greenville’s arts community 

is phenomenal for a city of its 
size, with programs and events 
to whet any artistic appetite in 
dance, theater, music, opera, 
and the visual arts,” says Alan 
Ethridge, executive director of 
Greenville’s Metropolitan Arts 
Council. 

• Spartanburg touts its penchant 
for the arts via the Chapman 
Cultural Center, nine partner 
organizations—museums, gal-
leries, art and dance schools, 
and a 500-seat theater—in one 
86,000-square-foot complex.

• In downtown Anderson, the 
Anderson Arts Center fills the 
brick-lined spaces inside a 
1901 train depot with changing 
displays of regional art.

than they would by standing alone.” 
Ben Haskew, president and CEO 

of the Greenville Chamber of Com-
merce, agrees. “The wonderful thing 
about our region is while there is a 
unique character to individual  
communities, we act ... in a very col-
laborative way,” Haskew says.

What sets the Upstate apart? The 
answer can’t be distilled to just one 
thing. It’s the combination of natural 
lands, accessible parks, arts and cul-
ture, diverse population, and a big dol-
lop of Southern hospitality—all rolled 
into the northwest corner of South 
Carolina—that makes this region 
extraordinary. So toss aside any pre-
conceived ideas. You just have to 
experience the Upstate for yourself.

beginning with the completion of the 
Peace Center in 1990. Meanwhile, 
the nearby Pendleton Street Arts 
District is revitalizing a former mill 
community bordering the West End. 
It’s part of what Mayor White calls 
“the community’s evolving ethos.”

Fired by a passion for regionalism 
and a desire for managed growth, 
the Upstate is positioning itself to 
compete for new investments in the 
21st century. “There’s strength in 
numbers,” says Carter Smith, execu-
tive vice president of the Economic 
Futures Group at the Spartanburg 
Area Chamber of Commerce. “By 
working together, the communities 
of the Upstate bring more resources 
to bear and garner more recognition 

“There’s an amazing diversity of ages, 
nationalities, incomes, and interests here 
that make our community vibrant,” says 
Greer Mayor Rick Danner.

Greer Station is 12 blocks 
of independent shops and 
restaurants; (right) Anderson 
County Courthouse

Performance at Spartanburg’s 
Chapman Cultural Center
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Discover how at hubbelllighting.com/southwest 
or call 866-626-3275

Did you know? One Company, Distinct Brands 

Alera Lighting

Architectural Area Lighting

Beacon Products

Columbia Lighting

Compass Products

Devine Lighting

Dual-Lite

HomeStyle Lighting

Hubbell Building Automation

Hubbell Outdoor Lighting

Hubbell Industrial Lighting 

Kim Lighting

Kurt Versen

Precision-Paragon [P2]

Prescolite

Progress Lighting

Security Lighting

Spaulding Lighting

Sportsliter Solutions

Sterner Lighting Systems 

Thomasville Lighting

Whiteway

 Lighting represents 35% of electricity   
 use in commercial buildings

  A GreenWise® lighting upgrade from   
 Hubbell Lighting can save 40-50% 
 of lighting energy in most buildings

  Including automatic lighting controls 
 can save an additional 15-20% 

www.hubbelllighting.com

Hubbell.indd   1 3/25/11   11:02:12 AM

If friendly people, an affordable cost of 
living, big-city benefits, and unbounded natural 
beauty epitomize an ideal quality of life, then the 

Upstate justifiably ranks among the country’s top places 
to be. Living is indeed easy here, and there’s a lifestyle to 
suit every taste.

City sleek
Condominiums in downtown Greenville define conve-
nience by putting residents within walking distance of 
the city’s showpiece, Falls Park, as well as theaters, res-
taurants, and shops. These urban perks find space in 
developments such as Poinsett Corners (across the street 
from The Peace Center for the Performing Arts), McBee 
Station (ground-level Mary Beth’s serves one of down-

town’s best breakfasts), and RiverPlace, which overlooks 
the Reedy River and is home to boutiques, restaurants, 
and several galleries. 

“The city has done a wonderful job of juxtaposing the 
historic with the modern in downtown Greenville,” says 
Sherry Dusek, a Poinsett Corners resident who moved 
with her husband four years ago from Washington state. 
“We are deliriously happy to have access to the Peace 
Center and all of Main Street’s many attractions just out-
side our doorstep—and we don’t have to pay for parking!” 

While downtown living means the city is your back-
yard, many prefer to have an actual backyard. A few 
minutes east of downtown, Verdae is a planned commu-
nity with a mix of single-family homes, townhomes, and 
apartments; shops and restaurants; and an 18-hole golf 

Live From downtown condos to down-home Southern style, 
it’s easy to find your place in the Upstate.  

Meet: Upstate SC

Easy Living (Clockwise from 
top) Condos in downtown 
Greenville’s RiverPlace; 
locally owned restaurants in 
Greer; Little River Coffee Bar 
in Spartanburg
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course. The centerpiece of the devel-
opment is the 20-acre Legacy Park, 
a community park with paved walk-
ways, a central cabana for parties 
and picnics, a regulation volleyball 
court, and a planned amphitheater. 

mayberry memories 
Northeast of Greenville along I-85, 
Spartanburg finds its soul in the arts. 
This textile town—once known as 
“Hub City” for the railroad lines that 
crisscrossed the area—now embrac-
es an intellectual, cultural, and artis-
tic lifestyle, fueled in part by Spar-
tanburg County’s eight colleges and 
universities. 

Just one visit convinced Brook-
lynite Danielle Sanders and her 

husband, Corey, to set down roots 
in Spartanburg. When they saw 
Hampton Heights, they fell in love 
with the close-knit neighborhood—
the city’s oldest—within walking 
distance of downtown’s Morgan 
Square. Among the clutch of gra-
cious homes dating from 1885 (This 
Old House magazine named Hamp-
ton Heights one of the best places 
to buy a Queen Anne), they chose a 

“fixer-upper” Arts and Crafts bunga-
low on the spot. “It’s an exciting time 
to be in Spartanburg,” Danielle says. 
“There are so many people here who 
have great vision, ideas, and dedica-
tion to the town. We feel we’re really 
part of something.” 

That same small-town feel per-
vades Greer, a city of some 25,000 
located near the BMW plant, half-
way between Spartanburg and 

It all started at a downtown Spar-
tanburg coffee shop in 1995. That’s 
where Betsy Teter and two other 

local writers hatched the idea for the 
non-profit Hub City Writers Project. 
The mission? To build community 
through dynamic arts and ideas, and 
preserve their town’s sense of place. 
They began by establishing Hub City 

Betsy Teter, executive director,  
Hub City Writers Project

Press, which publishes books by South-
ern authors. Then last year, Teter real-
ized that downtown Spartanburg also 
needed an independent bookstore and 
a coffee shop. 

Her group renovated the ground floor 
of a 1928 Masonic Temple in the up-
and-coming Grain District, within view 
of Morgan Square (Spartanburg’s public 

square dating to 1787). Last June, Hub 
City Bookshop opened its doors, along 
with the Little River Coffee Bar and 
adjoining Cakehead Bakeshop (where 
in-the-know locals satisfy their taste 
buds with an array of cakes, pies, 
cookies, and even a “Betsy Tater” 
scone, made with potato, herbs, and 
cheese). One wall of the inviting book-
store displays the 47 titles published 
to date by Hub City Press, while the 
rest of the shelves hold a trove of 
other volumes. All proceeds from the 
book sales go toward creative-writing 
education in the community. 

With a full schedule of writers’ 
workshops and other programs, Hub 
City Bookshop attracts people to 
downtown like bookworms to a library 
sale. “We’ve created a lively literary 
scene in an unlikely place,” Teter says 
proudly.  

And with the addition of the coffee 
bar, her artistic ideas have finally 
come full circle. 
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The Cliffs at Glassy

The Reserve  
at Lake Keowee
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LOCATED IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN 
GREENVILLE, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY’S 
NEWEST CAMPUS OFFERS:

 
 the opportunity to work with 

international leaders such as BMW and Proterra 
and engage with the local business community;

 and  
programs so professionals can soar to new  
career heights; 

 and  guidance; and 

 for  
companies of all sizes.

CLEMSON AT THE FALLS: THE 
UPSTATE’S HUB FOR BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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unity;

w 
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Greenville. In the heart of down-
town, Greer Station beckons with 
12 blocks of shops and restaurants. 
The Great Bay Oyster House 
serves fresh seafood, and for 
tapas—think lobster cigars—The 
Cazbah is popular for its rooftop-
dining scene. 

About a half-hour southwest of 
Greenville, the city of Anderson 
offers a slower pace of living, but 

it isn’t stuck in the past. A full 36 
blocks of Anderson’s revitalized 
downtown teem with shops (spe-
cialty cookware at The Kitchen 
Emporium and Gifts), restaurants 
(filet mignon at Sullivan’s Metro-
politan Grill), galleries, and more. 
And most all folks in Anderson 
enjoy the 962-mile shoreline of 
Lake Hartwell as their backyard. 

Deb Potter prefers the rural life. 

She and her husband own Mer-
ciful Hearts Farm in Anderson 
County. In less than 30 minutes 
they can be in downtown Green-
ville, where she takes skeins of 
hand-dyed wool and free-range 
eggs to sell at the Saturday Mar-
ket. “It’s the best of both worlds for 
us,” Deb says. “We have the benefit 
of amenities nearby, yet we can be 
home on the farm at night.”

Not far north of Anderson, 
life moves at a clip-clop pace in 
circa-1790 Pendleton, where the 
entire town is listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places. 
Just 10 minutes away, Clemson is 
the quintessential college town. 
And it’s no surprise that life here 
revolves around Clemson Univer-
sity, featuring the 295-acre South 
Carolina Botanical Garden, free 
festivals, and performances. 

baCk to Nature
Recreation is de rigueur at planned 
golf communities such as The 
Reserve at Lake Keowee, 30 min-
utes north of Clemson, with a Jack 
Nicklaus–designed course, 200-
slip marina, and access to the lake 
and miles of hiking trails. At The 
Cliffs Valley in northern Green-
ville County, surrounded by the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, roughly 
half of the residents are second-
home owners. “The activities at 
The Cliffs are terrific,” says Pete 
Rodgers, a golfer and cyclist from 
Pennsylvania who owns a second 
home here. “There are theme din-
ners, wine clubs, and free lectures 
on subjects ranging from health to 
horticulture,” he says. 

No matter which lifestyle you 
choose, in the Upstate, you can 
have it all: The serenity of small-
town living with the sophisti-
cated trappings of a big—but not 
too big—city. There’s no denying 
that Upstate residents possess an 
enviable quality of life. And by all 
accounts, it keeps getting better. 

A vibrant mixed-use development, 
Verdae combines ideal location 
with inspired design, creating 
a 300-acre classic residential 
community, thriving commercial 
district and an array of recreational 
amenities all in one place. Fostering 
a walk-able environment, with jobs 
easily proximate to home, Verdae’s 
vision ranges from corporate 
headquarters and niche ofces to 
a village square lled by specialty 
retailers, local restaurants and  
professional services.

Live  Verdae welcomes residents 
looking for long-term or short-
term housing options, making it an 
attractive location for people of all 
ages and stages of life.  

 Azalea Hill Suites  Home sweet 
home is made possible when fully 

furnished apartments are combined 
with exceptional amenities. Flexible 
lease options allow residents to stay 
for a month, a year or longer. 

 Hollingsworth Park  This residential 
cornerstone reinvents a bygone 
era, offering a diversity of housing  
choices at varying price points, 
from custom and estate homes to 
more modest single-family dwellings 
and townhomes. An example of  
traditional neighborhood develop-
ment, homes are priced from the 
$200s to over a million.  Residents 
enjoy a 20-acre central park, 
pedestrian-friendly street-scapes 
and being close to everything.

Work  With close proximity to 
downtown and the Upstate’s main 
transportation artery, Verdae is ideal  
for employees and customers.

 Bonaventure Ofce Park  A keen 
example of intelligent workspace 
development, this 92-acre ofce  
park is built for business.

Play  Cycling, shopping, golf, or 
a relaxing massage -- visitors and 
residents alike enjoy playing  
at Verdae.   

 Embassy Suites Golf Resort &  
Conference Center  The all-suite 
hotel is uniquely situated on The 
Preserve at Verdae Golf Course; 
proudly receiving overnight guests, 
corporate retreat attendees and  
everyone in between. The challeng-
ing 18-hole, par-72 course provides 
a pleasant experience and welcomes 
public play.

All in one place.

Verdae is located in 
the heart of the city of 

Greenville.  1,100 acres 
of prime real estate is 

being transformed 
into a dynamic new 

urban community.

Legacy Park is the recreational 
centerpiece of Verdae.
Contact Verdae: (864) 329-9292

It’s happening at Verdae.Greenville, SC

verdae.com

Verdae.indd   1 3/29/11   10:57:34 AM
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The world is in hot pursuit of 
greener, safer, and more efficient ways 
to get from here to there. But in the 

midst of this amazing race, an unlikely com-
petitor has emerged. Quietly, steadily—much 
like one of the hybrid vehicles being pioneered 
in the Upstate—this Appalachian foothills 
community is winning the innovation race, in 
the automotive industry and beyond. 

The Upstate is fueled by automotive pro-
duction and research—even the local minor-
league baseball team is called the Greenville 
Drive—and some of the most recognizable 
names in transportation live here. German 
automaker BMW employs about 5,000 and 
produces the brand’s X3, X5, and X6 models 
in its 4 million-square-foot factory in Spartan-
burg County, near the Greer city limit. French 
tire-maker Michelin has its North American 
headquarters in Greenville, plus research and 
development facilities, a 3,300-acre test track, 
and several plants throughout the Upstate. 

More than 150 automotive-related compa-
nies have chosen Upstate locations, and more 
are on the way. Among the new generation of 
automotive technology companies to arrive 
recently is CT&T. This Korean electric-vehicle 
manufacturer joined forces with Spartan-
burg’s 2AM Group to create an electric vehicle 

production facility in Spartanburg County, 
making it the company’s first North American 
assembly plant. 

Another dynamic new addition: Proterra. 
This startup designs, develops, and assembles 
all-electric and battery-dominant hybrid com-
mercial vehicles, including transit, school, 
and commercial buses. After a search that 
spanned 30 states, the Colorado-based compa-
ny announced plans to relocate to Greenville 
last year. And in less than a decade, Proterra is 
expected to create more than 1,000 new jobs in 
the Upstate. 

In January, U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood stood inside Proterra’s tempo-
rary Greenville plant, where the company is 
building the world’s first fast-charge electric 
transit bus, and called the assembled workers 
“an American success story” and the Upstate 
students who are working with the company 
“some of the smartest people in America.” 

international Flair 
BMW and CT&T are just two of hundreds of 
businesses from all across the globe that call 
the Upstate home. With more than 240 inter-
national businesses represented throughout 
the area, the Upstate has the highest interna-
tional investment per capita of any region in 

Work Innovators, educators, and international flair 
create a diverse economy. 

TexTile 
RooTs
The Upstate’s tex-
tile industry dates 
back to the late 
1800s, and some 
of those compa-
nies are still going 
strong. For exam-
ple, Kentwool is 
one of the nation’s 
longest-running 
family-owned 
textile companies. 
Headquartered in 
Greenville since 
1954, this local 
institution makes 
premium merino-
wool golf socks 
with air-infused 
technology, worn 
by pros such as 
Bubba Watson.

Meet: Upstate SC
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Locally Made BMW manufactures 
its X3, X5, and X6 models at the 
Spartanburg County plant.

HISTORICALLY
CHIC

First opened in 1925, the Westin Poinsett sits in the heart
of downtown Greenville, SC, and offers an experience like 

nowhere else. Located just steps from the more than 100 shops, 
restaurants and unique attractions that define Greenville, it’s

the city’s only four-diamond hotel and best of all, it’s a Westin.
For the meeting that will always be remembered, for the

wedding reception you’ve always dreamed of, and for the
nights you’ll never forget: We invite you to be our guest.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REQUEST A RESERVATION, VISIT 

WESTINPOINSETTGREENVILLE.COM OR CALL 864.421.9700

©2010 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved. SPG, Preferred Guest, 
Aloft, Element, Four Points, Le Méridien, 
Sheraton, St. Regis, The Luxury Collection,
W, Westin and their logos are the trademarks 
of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., 
or its affiliates. 

WestinPoinsett.indd   1 3/29/11   11:08:26 AM
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here, they want to stay—and not 
just in the United States. They want 
to stay in the Upstate,” says Wendy 
Anthony, executive director of the 
International Center of the Upstate, 
a nonprofit designed to welcome and 
assist international newcomers. The 
center offers everything from lan-
guage classes and relocation services 
to a book club, networking groups, 
and industry seminars. 

Although the makeup of the inter-
national population changes every 
year, the sentiment is always the 
same, whether folks are coming 
from India or Mexico. 

“People love it,” Anthony says. “The 
weather is great. The affordability—
both to bring business here and to live 
here—is so much better. It’s the per-
fect combination.”

Diversity Works
In addition to the Upstate’s strong 
international presence and thriving 
automotive industry, other sectors 

are fueling the region’s economy. 
The 2,600-acre campus of South 
Carolina Technology and Aviation 
Center (SCTAC) serves more than 
80 tenants, including Lockheed 
Martin, 3M, and IBM. Jointly owned 
by Greenville County and the city 
of Greenville, the center generates 
more than 3,300 jobs, $218 million in 
payroll, and nearly $929 million in 
economic output. 

The Upstate has also earned a 
reputation as one of the top five met-
ropolitan areas in the world for engi-
neering talent per capita, attracting 
leading engineering firms such as 
CH2M Hill, Fluor, and O’Neal. 

And that reputation shows no sign 
of fading. Each year, the region’s col-
leges and universities usher hun-
dreds of skilled, new professionals 
into the work force. Clemson Uni-
versity offers two research facilities 
that foster the kind of public-private 
partnerships that are crucial to job 
creation and retention. 

Some of the world’s brightest 
researchers work at Clemson’s 
Advanced Materials Center, a cam-
pus and technology park in Ander-
son. The center teaches students 
and corporations across the Upstate 
to make the products that consum-
ers use each day faster, smarter, and 
better. Think brighter computer 
screens and finer surgical fiber-optic 
instruments.

On the transportation front, the 
Clemson University International 
Center for Automotive Research 
(CU-ICAR) is a 250-acre complex 
where research and design gurus 
work hand in hand with academia 
and government to pioneer new auto 
technologies, from biofuel to build-
ing a car from recycled parts. 

entrepreneurial spirit
All that innovation seems to have 
triggered a trickle-down effect, and 
now all kinds of entrepreneurs are 
discovering the Upstate.

Beating Cancer with Faith, Hope & Expertise.

stfrancishealth.org/cancer

the country. 
Other international players 

include: Fujifilm (the company’s 
North American Manufacturing 
and Research and Development 
headquarters are in Greenwood); 
Greer-based Mitsubishi Polyester 

Film (lids for yogurt containers, elec-
trical tape, laminate for maps); Bosch 
(home appliances, power tools, and 
automotive technology parts); Mil-
liken and Company (the world’s larg-
est textile research center is located 
in Spartanburg); Hubbell Lighting 

(one of the largest lighting-fixture 
manufacturers in North America, 
with 22 brands); and Greenville’s  
GE Energy facility (housing the 
world’s largest gas turbine manufac-
turing plant). 

“The influence of international 
companies moving here is exciting 
and evident from the many ethnic 
restaurants, the diverse architec-
ture, and new services cropping up 
every day to accommodate a grow-
ing population of newcomers,” says 
Hal Johnson, president and CEO of 
Upstate SC Alliance, an economic 
development organization repre-
senting the 10-county area. One 
service tailored to international 
newcomers is the Michelin French 
School, the only full-time education-
al institution in the Southeast with 
full accreditation for grade-school 
French students.  

“Our businesspeople tell us that 
the quality of life in the Upstate is 
incredible. Often, when they come 

With more than 240 international busi-
nesses represented throughout the area, the 
Upstate has the highest international invest-
ment per capita of any region in the country. 
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International newcomers find  
assistance at the International Center 

of the Upstate.
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Brazil native Ricardo Pereira 
attended Bob Jones University and 
fell in love with the area, prompting 
him to found his coffee-importing 
business in Greenville. 

“Most importers are at a major 
port or port city,” Pereira explains.  
“I decided I didn’t want to do huge 
volumes; I just wanted to do quality 
… And I didn’t want to move away.”

Entrepreneurs can find a home 
at the NEXT Innovation Center, 
located in downtown Greenville. 
This cutting-edge, 60,000-square-
foot facility leases office space to 
tech start-ups and encourages idea-
sharing and collaboration among 
businesses. (Other perks? Two Wii 
rooms, a community cafe, and hall-
ways lined with dry-erase boards to 
scribble down great ideas.) 

Melinda Lehman, founder of 
Happen North America, a market 
research and innovation insight 
company, expanded her Toronto-
based firm to the Upstate in 2010, 
just one year after she first visited 
Greenville. She came to town for  

A quarter century after Michelin 
established its North American 
headquarters in the Upstate, 

the French tire maker and its work-
ers still take great pride in the region’s 
distinction as a leader in automotive 
technology.

Chief among them is chairman and 
president Dick Wilkerson. In his nearly 
30 years with the company, he’s held 
positions throughout the United States, 
France, and Scotland. But to him, it’s 
difficult to compare Greenville and its 
surrounding areas to any other place, 
given the Upstate’s small-town flavor 
and international flair, plus great res-
taurants and plenty of golf courses—
his favorite places to unwind. 

“It’s a business community com-
mitted to innovation and progress; a 
vibrant, diverse, international popula-
tion; and a clear vision for the future,” 

Wilkerson says. “I believe we are fortu-
nate to have a truly unique setting.” 

Throughout Michelin’s global net-
work of employees, the Upstate is 
known as an exceptional place. For 
those who’ve never visited the area, “a 
verbal description doesn’t do it justice,” 
Wilkerson says. A meal at a downtown 
Greenville restaurant and a stay at one 
of its top-quality hotels is how most 
visits begin, before out-of-town  
employees venture into some of the 
area’s more scenic settings—always 
allowing time to enjoy authentic South-
ern barbecue. The result? A legion of 
Michelin ambassadors who regularly 
sing the Upstate’s praises.

“Those who have spent time here, 
either on an expatriate assignment or 
a short-term visit, come back time and 
again,” Wilkerson says. “Sometimes 
purely for vacation!”

Dick Wilkerson, chairman and president, Michelin North America 

the USA Pro Cycling Champion-
ships and walked away convinced 
that the Upstate was the place her 
employees and their clients—folks 
like Revlon, TD Bank, and Inter- 
Continental Hotels and Resorts—
would want to be. 

“Doing great work has a lot to 
do with where you work,” explains 
Lehman, a cycling enthusiast who 
flies into Greenville-Spartanburg 

International Airport about twice a 
month from Toronto to do business 
and to bike the trails at Paris Moun-
tain State Park. “We work collabora-
tively around the world. The fact that 
Greenville is a nice place to go makes 
it really attractive for any of our 
team members to travel here,” she 
says. “When you combine the work 
part with the love of the actual place 
you’re in ... that’s the perfect mix.”

Meet: Upstate SC
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Greenville’s NEXT Innovation 
Center offers a home for high-tech 
start-ups.

Th e World’s
Most Complete
Golf Experience.

Fazio    Nicklaus     Player     Woods

homes from the s to more than  million. homesites from the s to more than  million.

Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. This is not an offer where registration is required prior 
to any other offer being made. Void where prohibited by law. In South Carolina, William R. Shelton, Broker-in-Charge, Cliffs Real Estate Inc., 3850 Highway 11, Travelers Rest, SC 29690. In North Carolina, Earl M.
Triplett, Broker-in-Charge, Cliffs Real Estate Inc., 158 Walnut Valley Parkway, Arden, NC 28704. Copyright ©2011 The Cliffs Communities. All rights reserved.

Between Asheville, NC and Greenville, SC lies a vast and beautiful region of mountains, waterfalls 

and lakes called Th e Carolina Preserve. Th is spectacular landscape is home to Th e Cliff s’ eight 

vibrant communities where more than 3,000 families have made their homes, creating a close, 

engaged community of owners who enjoy a lifestyle surrounded by natural beauty.  

Th e beauty of the landscape has moved some of golf ’s greatest masters to create six of the country’s 

most memorable courses with designs by Fazio, Nicklaus, Player and Woods. And with our 

wellness centers, clubhouses, spas and beach club, Members live well both on and off  the course. 

begin your journey to the cliffs today by calling 
.. or visiting cliffscommunities.com

Cliffs.indd   1 3/31/11   1:06:03 PM



OUR CREATIVE APPROACH to problem solving leads to inherently 
diff erent and ultimately smarter solutions. From making color for markers 
that wash off or duct tape stronger, to making a soldier’s uniform 
more flame retardant or carpeting that inspires designers. We do 
our best thinking at that first inkling there’s a need to fill, not just 
when you think you’re ready to hit production. With Milliken, the 
future has never looked brighter. Or more ground breaking.

www.milliken.com

O N CE  W E  R I D  O U R S E LV E S 
O F  T R A D I T I O N A L  T H I N K I N G 
W E  C A N  G E T  O N  W I T H 
CR E AT I N G  T H E  F U T U R E . 
JA M E S B ERT R A N D

Acupuncture, massage, music 
therapy, and birthing balls. 
when it comes to health care, 

the upstate is on the cutting edge of 
combining traditional medicine with 
holistic and preventive services.

in anderson county, anmed health 
offers an integrative medicine pro-
gram that combines conventional 
and evidence-based practices and 
therapies. this means their services 
include vitamin and herbal therapy, 
stress management, and referrals for 
acupuncture and massage.

“we’ve made it a priority to bring 
state-of-the-art care close to home,” 
says john miller, anmed president and 
chief executive officer. “as a result, our 
friends, family members, and neigh-
bors can get the best care available 
without ever leaving town.”

patients enjoy meditation and 
guided imagery as part of their care 
at spartanburg regional healthcare 
system’s center for health and heal-
ing, which marries modern medicine 
with established practices. and at bon 
secours st. francis health system, the 
idea that excellent results come from 
treating the patient’s mind, body, and 
spirit is widely embraced. a board-

certified music therapist visits rooms 
at st. francis Downtown and st. francis 
eastside, providing interventions that 
decrease patient confusion, lessen 
anxiety and pain, enhance memory, 
and improve motivation for treatment. 

greenville hospital system univer-
sity medical center (ghs), the second-
largest employer in the upstate with 
approximately 10,000 employees, is 
best known for its collaborative clinical 
trials and research projects that have 
led to major breakthroughs in every-
thing from cancer research and oncol-
ogy to cardiology and women’s health.

but it’s ghs’s advances in maternal 
care that have gained recent attention. 
the women’s hospital, located on the 
greenville memorial medical campus, 
delivers about 5,000 babies each year, 
and its family-centered maternity care 
now includes nurse-offered mas-
sages, water therapy, and birthing 
balls. (birthing tubs are used at the new 
greer memorial hospital, another ghs 
location.)

these holistic approaches are  
allowing happier and healthier parents 
to welcome the next generation of 
health-minded upstate residents into 
the world. 

Thrive
Treating the mind, body,  
and spirit of the Upstate.

Healthy Living Play area at 
GHS Children’s Hospital (left); 
Bon Secours St. Francis
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Home to the nation’s 
first Ph.D. program in 
automotive engineering 

and one of the largest collections of 
religious art, the Upstate’s 23 col-
leges and universities (serving some 
80,000 students) have a well-earned 
reputation for quality and ingenuity 
in the classroom and beyond. 

As the town-and-gown relation-
ships between these schools and the 
Upstate continue to thrive, students 
aren’t the only ones reaping the 
rewards. In addition to feeding local 
businesses with a highly skilled 
work force, area schools supply the 
Upstate with access to unique pro-
gramming and events that make liv-
ing here an educational, enjoyable, 
and cultural experience.

ready for Business
The Upstate’s largest university 
is also one of its highest-ranking: 
Clemson University boasts more 
than 19,000 students, offers 80 
undergraduate and 110 graduate  

Learn
You have to be a fast learner 
to keep up with all the 
colleges in the Upstate.

programs, and ranks 23rd in 
a survey of top-ranked public 
research universities by U.S. 
News and World Report.  

One of Clemson’s most lauded 
achievements is the International 
Center for Automotive Research 
(CU-ICAR), a 250-acre campus 
just off I-85 in Greenville. Conven- 
ient to numerous research-and-
development and auto production 
facilities, CU-ICAR has devel-
oped a cutting-edge research and 
educational program unlike any 
other in the country, including 
the nation’s first Ph.D. program in 
automotive engineering. 

“These facilities will provide 
our graduate students with the 
best possible educational experi-
ence as they prepare for interna-
tional internships and, ultimately, 
careers in the automotive sector,” 
says Dr. Thomas Kurfess, automo-
tive engineering graduate director 
and CU-ICAR’s BMW–endowed 
chairman of manufacturing. 

The automotive industry recog-
nizes the center for its state-of-the-
art equipment and experienced 
faculty, making it an ideal spot 
to train tomorrow’s automotive 
engineers while exchanging ideas 
with those already in the field. In 
2012, CU-ICAR and Greenville 
will host an international confer-
ence on electric vehicles on behalf 
of the Institute for Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers. 

Community outreaCh 
Few campuses have a more 
meaningful global commitment 
than Furman University, which 
requires all students to take at 
least one course in sustainability. 

As South Carolina’s oldest pri-
vate institution of higher edu-
cation, Furman’s curriculum 
includes a major in sustainability 
science, making it the first pri-
vate liberal arts university in the 
country to offer such a major. The 
school infuses sustainability con-

HigHer Learning
The Upstate is home to 23 colleges and universities. 
Anderson University • Bob Jones University • Brown Mackie College – Greenville • Clemson Univer-
sity • Converse College • Erskine College • Forrest College • Furman University • Greenville Technical 
College • Lander University • Limestone College • North Greenville University • Piedmont Technical 
College • Presbyterian College • Southern Wesleyan University • Spartanburg Community College • 
Spartanburg Methodist College • Tri-County Technical College • The University Center of Greenville 
• University of South Carolina Union • University of South Carolina Upstate • Webster University – 
Greenville Metropolitan Campus • Wofford College  Source: Upstate SC Alliance

Meet: Upstate SC

Hands-On Learning  
Students at work at 

Clemson’s Inter-
national Center for 

Automotive Research 
(CU-ICAR); (below) the 
James B. Duke Library 
at Furman University 
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the Columbia-based university and 
Greenville Hospital System. 

Continuing the theme of moving 
campuses to downtown locations: 
Last year, Clemson’s Master of Busi-
ness Administration program relo-
cated from the school’s main campus 
to a site in Greenville overlooking 
the scenic Reedy River Falls. And 
Southern Wesleyan University, 
based in the neighboring town of 
Central, also has a downtown sat-
ellite campus that offers graduate-
studies programs in business, educa-
tion, and administration. 

Not to be outdone, the Univer-
sity of South Carolina Upstate 
relocated its business school to a 
60,000-square-foot facility in down-
town Spartanburg. This prime posi-
tion allows students at the George 
Dean Johnson, Jr. College of Busi-
ness and Economics (known as “The 
George”) to take advantage of poten-
tial internship opportunities with 
downtown businesses. It also offers 
easy access to community leaders. 

new opportunities
Expanding education is all about 
maximizing opportunity, but per-
haps nowhere is this more true than 
at the community college level. 
Tri-County Technical College just 
opened a new 37-acre campus in 
Easley, a suburb of Greenville. The 
school is also building a state-of-the-
art Industrial Technology Center for 

its welding, heating, ventilation, and 
construction programs. At Green-
ville Technical College, students 
enrolled in the Culinary Institute 
of the Carolinas practice their trade 
in a state-of-the-art facility with five 
culinary labs. 

And here’s another school to 
watch: Anderson University was 
named the No. 1 “Up-and-Coming” 
school in the South by U.S. News 
and World Report in its 2010-2011 
issue of “America’s Best Colleges.” 

The school, which just celebrated its 
100th anniversary, recently added 
three new graduate programs in 
education, ministry, and music.

For Upstate residents, perhaps the 
most rewarding part of being close to 
so many colleges and universities is 
all the fun activities and events. From 
live theater and music to sports, the 
20-plus campuses extend beyond 
the classroom and into the lives of 
Upstate families—enhancing their 
quality of life every day.

cepts throughout all 24 departments. 
For example, its English department 
offers a course in environmental 
writing, which studies the works of 
Henry David Thoreau and Rachel 
Carson, among others. 

“We want them [Furman stu-
dents] to be well-prepared and well-
equipped to serve their commu-
nity in substantive, supportive, and 
sustainable ways,” says Dr. Angela 
Halfacre, associate professor and 
director of Furman’s Shi Center for 
Sustainability. 

Perhaps one of the most excep-
tional connections between college 
and community exists at Bob Jones 
University’s Museum and Gallery, 
which welcomes more than 20,000 
visitors annually to view one of the 
largest collections of religious art 
in the Western Hemisphere. High-
lights include the bounty of Baroque 
paintings, as well as European 
sacred art from the 14th through the 
early 19th centuries.

GoinG downtown
The newest college to arrive in the 
Upstate is teaming up with one of its 
oldest: Wofford College (founded in 
1854), along with the Spartanburg 
Regional Healthcare System, is part-
nering with Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (VCOM) on 
the new Carolinas Campus, a branch 
campus of VCOM. Slated to open this 
fall, the four-year medical school in 
downtown Spartanburg will gradu-
ate its inaugural class in 2015.

Wofford will provide VCOM stu-
dents and staff with access to its on-
campus performances and sporting 
events, in addition to the use of  
Wofford’s dining and library facili-
ties. Wofford students will also be 
able to observe classes at VCOM, an 
added benefit for the college’s pre-
med students.

Just as impressive, another med 
school, University of South Carolina 
School of Medicine–Greenville, is in 
the works for downtown Greenville 
and would be a partnership between 

World’s Smartest Dog 

Two researchers from Wofford college, Dr. alliston reid and Dr. John 
pilley, have earned worldwide recognition for their work with an 
exceptional (and exceptionally well-trained) border collie named 

chaser. Widely known as “the smartest dog in the world,” chaser—thanks 
to a training regimen that took five hours a day for three years—can now 
recognize more than 1,022 words, more than any other animal on record. 

pilley had read about a border collie with a 200-word vocabulary, and 
he set out to see how many words chaser could learn. more than 1,000 
words later, pilley and reid’s findings were published in the journal Behav-
ioural Processes, and may give insight into how children acquire language. 

E ach spring, James “Jim” Barker, 
president of South Carolina’s 
highest-ranking university, 

vacates his office to step into the class-
room. It’s fitting, given that his journey 
with this public institution began in the 
classroom—as a student. 

Since graduating from Clemson’s 
School of Architecture in 1970, Barker 
has filled almost every role imagin-
able at the Upstate college: fan, athlete, 
alumnus, teacher, dean, parent, and 
president. 

But Barker—who attributes much 
of his vision as a college administrator 
to his beginnings as a student—still 
makes time each spring to teach an 
undergraduate seminar course that 
explores “a sense of place” in architec-
ture, literature, and history. 

“University presidents spend a great 
deal of time thinking about the future 
and sketching out what that future 
might look like for the people and the 
communities we care about,” he says. 
“It requires creativity, vision, and the 

right balance between intuitive and 
rational thinking. Fortunately, those 
are the architect’s strengths.”

Under Barker’s leadership since 
1999, Clemson has climbed into the  
top 25 public universities ranked  
in U.S. News and World Report’s 
“America’s Best Colleges.” Other  
recent achievements include moving 
its Masters of Business Administration 
program into downtown Greenville 
(Clemson at the Falls) and creating 
the Clemson University International 
Center for Automotive Research (CU-
ICAR). The auto technology research-
and-development campus was the 
nation’s first to offer a Ph.D. in auto-
motive engineering. Since opening 
in 2006, CU-ICAR has attracted more 
than $200 million in public and private 
commitments. 

“We’re in the innovation business,” 
Barker says. “The core of our research 
mission is generating ideas, and  
many of those ideas will fuel future 
economic growth and solve problems.”

Jim Barker, president, Clemson University

For Upstate residents, perhaps the  
most rewarding part of being close to  
so many colleges and universities is  
all the fun activities and events.

Meet: Upstate SC

Class Act Students 
at Greenville  

Technical College 
choose from more 

than 130 programs. 
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Good Dog Chaser 
knows more than 
“sit” and “stay.”
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Fun is never far away in 
the Upstate. Whether your 
idea of a good time is catch-

ing a Broadway show or a foul ball, 
the region has got you covered. 

“It never ceases to amaze me how 
many things there are to do within 
an hour of anywhere in the Upstate,” 
says Diane Wilson, director of infor-
mation services for the Greenville 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Biking up a mountainside, brows-
ing Italian Renaissance paintings, 
taking in an off-Broadway play—it’s 
all easily accessible. And thanks to 
mild winter temperatures that aver-
age in the 50-degree range, year-
round fun is a sure thing. 

arts and Culture 
Arts aficionados will discover 35 
canvasses by American painter 
Andrew Wyeth at the Greenville 
County Museum of Art, and a phe-
nomenal collection of European 

religious art at 
the Museum 
and Gallery at 
Bob Jones Uni-
versity (one of 
Greenville’s little-
known treas-
ures). Just a few 
miles south, the 
Upcountry His-
tory Museum’s 
recent exhibit, 
Catawba Indian 
Pottery and Oral 
Traditions, fea-
tures rare pieces 
from Catawba 
potters. Kids love 
scrambling up the multistory climb-
ing sculpture that forms the center-
piece of the Children’s Museum of 
the Upstate, as much as they enjoy 
the interactive exhibits at the Spar-
tanburg Science Center.

And all the Upstate’s a stage 

Play As the locals say, if you’re bored here, you’re not 
looking hard enough! 

Thanks to its year-round mild 
climate and diverse terrain, the 
Upstate is a hub for South Caro-

lina’s cycling community.
The USA Cycling Pro Championships 

are held here every year (May 28–30), 
and several cycling companies are based 
in the region including Legacy E-Ride 
(electric bike manufacturer), Great 
Escape (regional bike shop), and Pedal 
Chic (in downtown Greenville, an up-
scale women’s shop owned by a former 
Southwest Airlines flight attendant). Last 
year, the League of American Bicyclists 
recognized Greenville and Spartanburg 
as bronze-level cycling-friendly cities 
because they excel in bike engineering.

And you never know who you’ll see 
cycling bike lanes and state park trails, 
or making a gut-busting weekend trek 

Cycle City

into the mountains. Two of the Upstate’s 
city mayors—Greer’s Rick Danner and 
Greenville’s Knox White—are avid ri- 
ders, and professional cyclist George 
Hincapie also calls the region home. 
Greenville honored Hincapie with a 
downtown parade after he won a stage of 
the 2005 Tour de France. Today he’s busy 
at the helm of his local cycling apparel 
company, Hincapie Sportswear.

Whether shopping for cycling threads 
or entering a race, bike lovers are always 

on the go. “It’s amazing for a place this 
size to have such an overall strong 
bike culture,” says James Thomas, a 
cycling activist in the region. 

Cycling enthusiasts find their 
niche at clubs in Clemson, Anderson, 
Greenville, and Spartanburg. Favorite 
annual events include Greenville’s 
Wheels for Meals, Anderson’s Tour de 
la France, Pendleton’s Ride for Raptors, 
and Spartanburg’s Assaults on Mount 
Mitchell and Marion.

20 Years 
of Peace 
One of Green-
ville’s biggest 
attractions,  
The Peace Center 
for the Perform-
ing Arts, is  
celebrating its 
20th anniversary 
in a big way:  
A $22 million 
renovation be-
gins this month, 
with plans for a 
pavilion along 
the Reedy River, a 
larger lobby, and 
an outdoor plaza 
along Main and 
Broad streets.

Meet: Upstate SC

Get Outdoors Raft the 
rapids on the Chattooga 
River; BMW Performance 
Driving School; Justin Hicks, 
2010 BMW Charity Pro-Am 
winner; Fluor Field, home of 
the Greenville Drive 

The 103-mile Assault on Mount MItchell 
(May 16) starts in Spartanburg. 
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Look who else has landed in 
Upstate South Carolina.

Southwest Airlines is only the latest company coming here.

Even as the national economy has slowed, companies 

are continuing to locate in the ten counties of Upstate 

South Carolina. We’ve announced 20,000 new jobs and 

$5.2 billion in capital investment just since 2007. 

Business moves here. In fact, more than ever, it flies here. 

Find out why at UpstateSCAlliance.com.

when it comes to the theater. 
In downtown Greenville, The 
Peace Center for the Performing 
Arts hosts shows like Peter Pan 
(November 1–6) and The Lion King 
(June 12–July 8, 2012). For an edg-
ier experience, check out regional 
playwrights at the Warehouse 
Theatre in Greenville’s West End 
district. Something More Than a 
Game (May 20–22, 26–29, June 

2–4) chronicles America’s favor-
ite pastime and legendary player 
(and Greenville native) “Shoeless” 
Joe Jackson. 

Big box-office draws like Ken-
ny Chesney (May 13) appear at 
the 15,000-seat Bi-Lo Center, and 
more intimate performances 
share the stage at Spartanburg’s 
David Reid Theatre at the Chap-
man Cultural Center, which hosts 

year-round programs by tour-
ing and local companies. Nearby, 
Hub-Bub, a former car dealership-
turned-gallery/performance 
space, is the nexus of downtown 
Spartanburg’s avant-garde arts 
scene. And the culturious will 
appreciate the abundance of offer-
ings at regional colleges and uni-
versities such as Furman, Bob 
Jones, Clemson, Wofford, Con-
verse, and Anderson. 

Among its musical native sons, 
the Upstate notes Edwin McCain 
from Greenville and the Mar-
shall Tucker Band from Spartan-
burg. The new Music Trail audio/
walking tour in downtown Spar-
tanburg honors local musicians 
including Johnny Blowers (drum-
mer for Frank Sinatra) and Elvis 
guitarist Hank Garland. 

A thriving indie music scene, 
nourished by clubs such as The 
Handlebar in Greenville and 
Blues Boulevard Jazz in Spartan-
burg, provides a counterpoint to 
classical offerings from the Great-
er Anderson Musical Arts Con-
sortium, Spartanburg Philhar-
monic Orchestra, and Greenville 
Symphony Orchestra, led by Mae-
stro Edvard Tchivzhel. In many 
Upstate towns, free music events 
sound the arrival of warm weather. 
Must-fests include: Downtown 
Alive and Main Street Fridays in 
Greenville, Music on Main and 
Jazz on the Square in Spartan-
burg, the Thursday evening Block 
Party in Anderson, and Greer’s 
Tunes on Trade, to name a few.

Cheer for the hoMe teaM  
If it’s spectator sports (and not the 
symphony) that get your blood 
pumping, come cheer for the 
Clemson Tigers and the Furman 
Paladins. Or root for the Green-
ville Drive Class-A baseball team 
at downtown’s Fluor Field, mod-
eled after Fenway Park. Hockey 
fans cheer on the new ECHL 
team, the Road Warriors, who hit 

the ice at the Bi-Lo Center. In July 
and August, the Carolina Pan-
thers hold their training camp at 
Spartanburg’s Wofford College, 
where the public can watch for 
free. And in an area rich with golf 
courses, one stands out: Each of 
the 18 holes at Greenville’s Cross 
Winds Golf Course was designed 
by a different architect, including 
Tom Fazio and Arnold Palmer. 

the Great outdoors  
The Upstate boasts a virtual 
alphabet of outdoor activities, 
from angling for trout in Lake 
Jocassee to zip-lining over the 
treetops in Long Creek.

“People tend to think of the 
coast when they think of South 
Carolina,” says Ken Sloan, execu-
tive director of the Mountain 
Lakes Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. “They’re always sur-
prised to learn that we have an 
idyllic mountain playground in 
the northwest corner of the state.” 

Sixteen state parks, six major 
lakes, and hundreds of miles of 
hiking trails are contained within 
the Upstate. This means ample 
opportunities for hiking, cycling, 
boating, fishing, whitewater raft-
ing, canoeing, kayaking, and just 
about any other outdoor sport you 
can imagine. 

Whether you’re a beginner or 
an experienced rafter, the Chat-
tooga River, which flows between 
the South Carolina and Georgia 
border, offers Class II to Class V 
rapids. Local outfitters include 
Chattooga Whitewater Outfitters, 
Southeastern Expeditions, Nan-
tahala Outdoor Center, and Wild-
water Chattooga Ridge Adven-
ture Center, which even offers a 
zip-line that glides riders between 
trees and over water.

Between the Long Cane, 
Andrew Pickens, and Enoree 
ranger districts of Sumter Nation-
al Forest, tens of thousands of 
acres of pristine land touch five 

of the Upstate’s 10 counties. The 
11,000-acre Mountain Ridge 
Wilderness Area encompasses 
Jones Gap and Caesars Head state 
parks. At Caesars Head, take 
a two-mile hike to the 420-foot 
Raven Cliff Falls. A suspension 
bridge above the waterfall gives a 
great vantage point. 

Put your pedal to the metal on 
the Performance Center test track 

at BMW Performance Driving 
School in Spartanburg County. 
For a tamer experience, take a 
$7 factory tour for a behind-the-
scenes-peek at cars rolling off 
the production line. (New car not 
included!) 

Exhausted yet? You should be. 
There’s no way to be bored in the 
Upstate. The real dilemma is find-
ing time to do it all! 

Meet: Upstate SC



U.S. News
Ranks GHS Among 

Nation’s Best
Greenville Memorial Hospital (GMH), flagship 

hospital of Greenville  Hospital System 
University Medical Center, again joined the 

ranks of America’s top medical institutions in 
the 2010-11 U.S. News & World Report guide 

to America’s Best Hospitals. 

Honored for two consecutive years,
GMH ranked in the top 50 in three 

specialty areas:
Diabetes and Endocrinology 

Gastroenterology 
Heart and Heart Surgery

GMH remains the only heart and diabetes/
endocrinology programs in the state to be 

ranked by U.S. News & World Report.

Learn more at
ghs.org/usnews

100748 BH&G

The Search For 
Your Next Meeting 

Just Ended.

1-800-351-7180

To learn more about having 
the time of your life here in 
Greenville, South Carolina
GreenvilleCVB.com

To learn more about 
having Greenville host 
your next meeting
MeetGreenville.com

Sit back and enjoy the rest of 
your fl ight because you’re all but 
done planning. Whether you’re a 
meeting planner or planning for 
a family get-away, we’ve got you 
covered. From a variety of meeting 
facilities and accommodations to 
more recreational and cultural 
opportunities than you can imagine, 
it’s all conveniently right here.

E dwin McCain has launched 
more marriages than many 
ministers. With wedding-day 

favorites such as “I’ll Be” and “I Could 
Not Ask for More,” McCain knows a 
thing or two about love. And although 
his legendary touring schedule often 
takes him away from family and 
friends, he loves heading back to his 
hometown of Greenville. 

McCain’s favorite local haunts 
include Pita House for Middle Eastern 
fare and Soby’s New South Cuisine 
downtown. You may also find him 
performing at The Peace Center, or 
spending time with his wife Christy 
and their three kids at Falls Park and 
the Greenville Zoo (located in Cleve-
land Park, a title of one of his songs). 

McCain raves about Greenville’s 
live music scene: “The Handlebar has 
been consistently bringing amazing 
music to Greenville for the last two 

Edwin McCain, musician

Calendar of Events

decades. Smiley’s 
Acoustic Café is 
bringing in some 
really great talent as 
well. I’m also putting 
together an outdoor 
music series next to 
Saffron’s [Sidewalk 
Café]. It’s similar 
to what they do at 
Stubb’s in Austin.”

And no matter 
where McCain’s tour 
schedule takes him, 
you’ll find him home 
in Greenville every 
September for 
Euphoria, the food, 
wine, and music 
event he co-founded with Greenville 
restaurateur Carl Sobocinski in 2006. 

“It gives us a great chance to show 
off Greenville,” McCain says. “I always 

invite people during Euphoria because 
I can show off the town. We have 
people flying in from all over the world 
now. It’s a lot of fun.”

Spartanburg Spring Fling 
MaY 6–8, sPartanburg
one of the upstate’s largest outdoor street 
festivals, with an arts and crafts market-
place, live entertainment on three stages, 
kids’ activities, and more.  
spartanburgspringfling.com 

Blue Ridge Fest
MaY 13–14, Pickens
a classic car cruise-in with hundreds of 
cars on display, plus live music and danc-
ing. blueridgefest.com 

Artisphere
MaY 13–15, greenville 
this top-ranked event showcases local 
and national artists in different mediums, 

including painting, ceramics, and photog-
raphy. artisphere.us

BMW Charity Pro-Am 
MaY 19–22, greer, sPartanburg
the only tournament on the nationwide 
tour that groups amateurs and celebs 
with professionals. bmwcharitygolf.com

Freedom Weekend Aloft
MaY 27–30, siMPsonville
hot-air balloon festival in heritage park, 
with concerts, games, food, and family-
friendly events. freedomweekend.org

USA Cycling Pro Championship 
MaY 28–30, greenville 
more than 100 professional cyclists tackle 

Meet: Upstate SC

Euphoria  sePteMber 22–25, greenville
This sixth annual food, wine, and music festival draws world-renowned chefs and perform-
ers to downtown Greenville for a weekend of wine tastings, culinary demonstrations, and 
concerts. Events include a “behind-the-music” seminar with Edwin McCain and a Tasting 
Showcase featuring wine and gourmet food samples. Chefs on schedule for this year’s event 
include 2010 James Beard award winner Sean Brock (of Charleston’s McCrady’s and Husk 
restaurants) and Justin Bogle (executive chef of New York’s GILT restaurant, which received 
two Michelin stars). euphoriagreenville.com
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“One of 68 ‘Up and Coming’ Schools
in America Others Should be Watching”

—U.S. News & World Report

America’s 100 Best College Buys • U.S News “Top Tier in the 
South” • America’s Best Christian Colleges • Scenic campus 
NCAA Div. II athletics • Graduate school • 51 fields of study

knowledge for the Journey

www.andersonuniversity.edu

the 115-mile route, which begins and 
ends in downtown greenville.  
usacyclingchampionships.com

B-4 Appalachian Roots Festival
June 10–11, WestMinster
in oconee county, enjoy plenty of 
brew, bluegrass, blues, and barbecue; 
craft-brew beer garden, songwriting 
competition, and barbecue tastings. 
oconeeheritagecenter.org
 
Greer Station Oktoberfest
october 1, greer
celebrating all things german: sau-
sages, sauerkraut, beer, and music. 
Bonus points if you dress in costume! 
greerchamber.com

Spartanburg International Festival
october 1, sPartanburg
celebrate the upstate’s cultural  
diversity with food, music, dance, art, 
and more. cityofspartanburg.org

FestiFall at Walnut Grove Plantation 
october 1–2, roebuck
the american revolution comes to 
life with battle re-enactments, and 
blacksmithing, candle-dipping and 
soap-making demonstrations. 
spartanburghistory.org/fall.php 

St. Francis Fall for Greenville 
october 14–16, greenville
on main street, live entertainment and 
200 menu items from 40 greenville 
restaurants. fallforgreenville.net 

2nd Annual Fashion Week
noveMber 4–6, greenville 
a glamorous weekend of runway 
shows celebrating local designers and 
retailers. towngreenville.com 

Table301.indd   1 3/31/11   1:07:58 PM
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Hyatt Regency Greenville is ideally located in the heart of downtown, where 
you’re seconds away from over 100 restaurants, shopping, nightlife, and 
entertainment venues.  As Greenville’s largest hotel, we boast 328 guest rooms 
and over 25,000 square feet of flexible meeting space. And, with wireless high-
speed Internet access in all areas of the hotel, Hyatt Regency Greenville is the 
ideal choice for the business traveler and meetings of all sizes. For more 
information call 864.235.1234 or visit greenville.hyatt.com.  

AS IF GREENVILLE WAS BUILT AROUND US. 

 

220 NORTH MAIN STREET,  GREENVILLE, SC 
 
Hyatt name, design, and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation.  
©2010 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved. 

contact us to find out more:
www.MtnLakesCVB.com or 877-685-2537

Hiking
trails

and
Waterfalls

45 minutes 
from the 

greenville 
airport

the Soby’s Farm at Dark Hollow, 
where he grows produce from the 
Slow Food Ark of Taste, a catalog of 
regional foods in danger of extinc-
tion, to use in his contemporary 
riffs on Southern fare. The result? 
Dishes such as heirloom tomato 
salad with Benton’s bacon and 
blue cheese dressing. Garcia calls 
his cuisine “seed-to-plate,” since 
he nurtures his ingredients from 
planting to plating (sobys.com).

About 15 miles south in Simp-
sonville, diners at Stella’s South-
ern Bistro consult the blackboard 
in the dining room for the origins 
of ingredients in locally inspired 
dishes such as pan-roasted Caro-
lina mountain trout, and Carolina 
peach- and honey-glazed duck 
breast (stellasbistro.com).

Farther south in Belton, Grits 
and Groceries serves up South-
ern breakfasts and lunches (pra-
line bacon, country ham, shrimp 
po’boys) with Big Easy flair. This 
tiny place is located smack in the 
middle of farm country, where 
a dozen different growers raise 
items specifically for the restau-
rant (gritsandgroceries.info). 

On Lake Hartwell in Anderson 
County, Valerie Lowe and Katie 
Tillman love to cook almost as 
much as they love to garden, so it’s 
no surprise that their backyard 
hobby has mushroomed into a 
30-acre farm. Their fresh toma-
toes, lettuce, and peaches, among 
other produce, fill the menu at 
Friends at the Cove, their restau-
rant overlooking the lake. Chef-
inspired nightly specials vary 
according to what’s outstanding 
in the field, but may include pesto-
coated rack of local lamb with 
a sweet potato and apple gratin 
(friendsfoodwithaflair.com). 

So no matter whether you’re 
near a lake, by the fields, or in a 
city-sleek restaurant downtown, 
you’re in for a treat when it comes 
to eating local in the Upstate. 
Come hungry!

Grits, cornbread, chicken- 
fried steak—these and other 
Southern staples lie at the heart 

of the Upstate’s culinary heritage. And 
while you can still find stands selling 
briny boiled peanuts and mom-and-pop 
restaurants serving meat-and-three 
meals, the region has set the table for 
one of the latest culinary trends: eating 
fresh food that’s healthfully prepared and 
straight from the farm.

“Knowing where your food comes from 
has gone from being a trend to being a 
necessity,” says Tray Mathis, chef/own-
er of Spartanburg’s Converse Deli. He 
backs up his belief with a garden in front 
of the deli and a farm in nearby Chesnee. 
Mathis cultivates his own herbs and pro-
duce for his deli (serving gourmet sand-
wiches and salads) and new bistro, Tee 19, 
at River Falls Plantation in Duncan  
(conversedeli.com). 

The seeds of the farm-to-fork move-
ment were barely sprouting in 2007 when 
Darlene and Joe Clarke opened Ameri-
can Grocery Restaurant in downtown 
Greenville’s West End district. To this 
sommelier and her chef husband, the 
movement has always been about season-
ality and the synergy between chefs and 
local farmers. 

“The ingredient is my muse,” says Joe, 
who sources up to 90 percent of the res-
taurant’s products locally: rabbit from 
Blue Chip Farms in Fountain Inn, Chero-
kee purple tomatoes from Iszy’s Heir-
looms in Liberty, Tunis lamb from Red 
Fern Farm in Gray Court, and goat cheese 
from Split Creek Farm in Anderson  
(americangr.com).

Another downtown Greenville favor-
ite, Soby’s New South Cuisine, has taken 
the farm-to-fork concept one step further. 
Executive Chef Shaun Garcia tends to 

Eat
The farm-to-fork movement takes root in the Upstate. 

At the Chef’s 
tAble . . .

That’s the name of a culinary 
tour offered by Greenville’s 

Table 301 restaurant group. On 
the menu: cocktails and tapas 

at The Lazy Goat, Southern-
inspired cuisine at Soby’s, 

and dessert at Devereaux’s. 
table301.com

Meet: Upstate SC

A World of 
Good eAtin’
From down-home barbecue 
to sophisticated sushi, the 
Upstate serves a melting pot 
of diverse dishes. 

the beACon drive-in
A Spartanburg icon, this 
has been the place for a chili 
cheeseburger and sweet tea 
since it opened in 1946.  
beacondrivein.com

bin 112
Pair witty dishes (Kiss my 
Grits, Porky’s Return), served 
in small or entree portions, 
with wines from the extensive 
list at this casual eatery in 
downtown Greer. bin112.com

nAmi
Lake Hartwell’s Portman 
Marina is home to this upscale 
Asian bistro, where fresh 
sushi competes for attention 
with the sunset over the water. 
portmanmarina.com/ 
namimain.htm

nose dive 
This new gastropub in down-
town Greenville takes pub 
grub to the next level. Nosh 
on the Maryland crab pretzel 
(smothered with crab and 
melted cheddar) and a trio 
of fries (porcini mushroom, 
sweet potato, and lime salt), 
served with two dipping 
sauces. thenosedive.com

sArdi’s den
No trip to the Upstate would 
be complete without some 
finger-lickin’-good barbecue. 
You’ll find some of the best 
baby back ribs around at this 
roadside shack in Clemson. 
(864) 654-7427
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Seared scallops and  
local arugula salad  
from Converse Deli
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When visiting 
Downtown Greenville 

be sure to visit

Mary Beth’s serves the  nest 
Southern-style breakfast and 
offers an imaginative lunch 

menu and a magni cent 
dinner menu available 

on the weekends.
Be sure to check out our menus 
at www.marybethsatmcbee.com 

Serving dinner 5 p.m. till 9 p.m., 
Thurs., Fri., and Sat. nights

500 E. McBee Ave. ● 864-242-2535

✿

AD-MaryBeths.indd   1 3/31/11   8:17:04 AM

Greenville-Spartanburg Interna-
tional Airport, the Hilton Green-
ville offers a complimentary airport 
shuttle, 24-hour Business Center, 
and state-of-the-art Fitness Center. 
hilton.com

spartanburg marriott at renais-
sance park This downtown hotel 
is well-suited for business travelers. 
Expect 28,000 square feet of meet-
ing space, outdoor pool, sports bar, 
and on-site restaurant. marriott.com

greenville marriott A location just 
off I-85 (four miles from Greenville-
Spartanburg International Airport) 
and amenities such as spacious  
guestrooms, indoor and outdoor 
pools, and full-service spa make this 
hotel convenient and comfortable. 
marriott.com 

Sense of Place
The historic meets the contempo-
rary at these cozy inns. 

Newspaper at the Door
For the ultimate in convenience, 
book a room at one of these full- 
service hotels. 

crowne plaza Hotel greenville
After a long day of meetings, order 
room service from the on-site Ruth’s 
Chris Steak House. Then work it off 
at the indoor pool and fitness center. 
Another plus: This hotel is centrally 
located off I-385 in Greenville.  
ichotelsgroup.com

Drury inn anD suites greenville
It’s easy to see why this place was 
recently named one of TripAdvisor’s 
Top 10 Bargain Hotels in the United 
States: free breakfast, free “hot food 
and cold drinks,” free cocktails in the 
evening, free wireless Internet, 60 
minutes of free long-distance calls, 
and free parking. druryhotels.com

Hilton greenville Centrally located 
between downtown Greenville and 

When it comes time to book a hotel in the 
Upstate, you’ve got plenty of choices. Down-
town Greenville properties feature luxuri-

ous accents, and the location can’t be beat—everything 
is within walking distance. Throughout the area, busi-
ness travelers can find a variety of full-service hotels that 
provide all the comforts of home and then some. And if 
you’re looking for a place with lots of personality, check 
into one of the region’s inns. The hard part is checking 
out—you may never want to leave.  
Downtown Style
Hotels in downtown Greenville put guests within easy 
reach of shops, restaurants, and attractions. 

tHe westin poinsett Originally built in 1925, the 
Upstate’s only AAA Four Diamond hotel retains its ele-
gance and grandeur via crystal chandeliers and marble 
stairways. The plush Westin Heavenly beds give this 
South Main Street hotel an extra-comfy touch.  
westinpoinsettgreenville.com

Hyatt regency greenville Anchoring the north end 
of Main Street, this property welcomes guests into a 
soaring eight-story atrium lobby. Ample meeting space 
includes a 14,000-square-foot ballroom, the largest in the 
Upstate. greenville.hyatt.com

courtyarD by marriott greenville Downtown Sleek-
sters will feel welcome at this contemporary spot with an 
eco-friendly vibe (flat-screen TVs, solar water heating, 
and a recycling program). The on-site Nantucket Sea-
food Grill, the latest venture by local restaurateur Rick 
Erwin, serves fresh seafood flown in daily.  
marriottcourtyardgreenville.com

Hampton inn anD suites greenville Downtown at 
riverplace An upscale twist on a tried-and-true brand, 
the RiverPlace Hampton Inn overlooks the Reedy River 
and the Peace Center (plus, the free hot breakfast can’t be 
beat). It’s located in the RiverPlace development, home to 
upscale boutiques and gourmet restaurants.  
hamptoninnandsuitesgreenville.com

Sleep Where to stay? Choose from hotels in the heart of 
it all, or away from it all.  

tHe bleckley inn The new down-
town Anderson inn features 14 
upscale guestrooms (hardwood 
floors, 10-foot ceilings) and spacious 
bathrooms (garden tubs and “rain 
forest” shower heads). Its adjacent 
1910 brick carriage house is a popu-
lar spot for weddings and receptions. 
bleckleyinn.com

tHe reD Horse inn Just 30 minutes 
from downtown Greenville, this 
sprawling, family-run estate in Lan-
drum feels worlds away. Six Victori-
an cottages dot the 190-acre property 
(all have mountain views; some have 
hot tubs on the decks), and the main 
building includes six suites.  
theredhorseinn.com

inn on main of spartanburg
This 1904 house beckons with 
Southern hospitality. Sip iced tea on 
the wraparound porch before retir-
ing to one of the five guestrooms. 
innonmainofspartanburg.com

Meet: Upstate SC
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Clockwise from left: Courtyard by 
Marriott Greenville Downtown, 
The Red Horse Inn, The Westin 
Poinsett, The Bleckley Inn


